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kind of evasive reply. Then Nadir sent a third envoy, Muham-
mad Khan Turkoman, in April 1737, by way of Sindh, with
an expostulatory letter. The envoy had directions not to stay
for more than forty days in Delhi, during which time he was
expected to get a definite reply from the Mughal Government.
But the Ministers at Delhi detained the envoy, hesitating to
acknowledge the titles of Nadir Shah. They, in fact, waited
to see the upshot of the struggle between Nadir Shah and
the Afghans, believing that the latter wrere too strong to be
easily subdued.1 A year passed and Nadir received no reply
from the Court of Delhi, nor any news of his envoy. This was
not the usual manner to receive ambassadors whose diplo-
matic position demanded courtesy and graciousness. Nadir
felt offended at this treatment meted out to his envoy
by the Ministers of Muhammad Shah. Moreover, in the
meantime his two fast couriers who were sent to Delhi under
escort to bring news of Muhammad Khan Turkoman, were
murdered in cold blood on the Mughal side of the frontier.
All this prompted Nadir Shah to avenge himself by invading
Northern India. After subduing the frontier tribes, he marched
straight into the Punjab without meeting any serious resis-
tance till he appeared in the neighbourhood of the Imperial
city.2 The Mughal armies awaited him at Karnal near Pam-
pat where so many other decisive battles of India had been
fought. The Amiru'l-Umara counted very much on the
support of Raja Jai Singh and other Rajput princes but they
failed to come to the rescue of the Emperor at this critical
juncture.3 The feeling of loyalty had wholly died down among
the Rajput princes, but it only counted in the game when it
coexisted with their dynastic or personal claims.

When Muhammad Shah was apprised of the fact that Nadir
had crossed the Indus, he summoned Burhanu'1-Mulk Sa'adat
Khan from Oudh. Then he decided, after consulting Nizam-
u'l-Mulk, Samsamu'd-Daulah and Ttimadu'd-Daulah, that
the three nobles should immediately proceed towards Karnal,
encamp there and wait for the enemy. The adjoining plain
was defended on the eastern and western sides by a broad
river and a thick forest. The Imperial armies reached Panipat

1 Siyar, vol. II, p. 480.

2  Tazkira (Elliott, op. cit.9 p. 81).           * Siyar, vol. II, p. 482.